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his own desire for peace. Arsene-Henry was so impressed with this
that he cabled the Government about it as an important political
indication. Even the official Court release to the press announced
that " His Majesty seemed greatly pleased " with the speech. Any-
way, it was a relief to have it over. Am not yet sufficiently brazen
not to find such jobs an ordeal.
Incidentally, the Department was responsible for the text of the
speech. I had taken the precaution, in these days of political tensity,
of cabling my original text, which the Department shortened and
simplified, and it was very'good, dignified without any slopping over.
They left me full latitude to change it but I made no changes.
To-day I called Matsuoka on the telephone and asked if he were
coming to the Tokyo Club, at 6, to drink a toast to the 26ooth anni-
versary. He said that he didn't know about it and I said : " Well,
if you do come, we might have another little chat." He replied :
" I'll be there." He came in at 6.45 and after greeting the few
members who were left, he and I adjourned to a private room and
had a long talk. It was a great advantage to be able to call Matsuoka
on the telephone directly at any time, according to his own suggestion,
a practice which has certainly never been welcomed by any previous
Foreign Minister.
MATSUOKA AS THE MAN BEHIND THE
TRIPARTITE PACT
November 18, 1940
The vernacular press is full of a story that the United States, Great
Britain, and Thailand have concluded a secret military alliance,
and one paper alleges that America has made a loan to Thailand
of ten million dollars. It looks very much as if the Japanese were
beginning to cook up an excuse, according to their usual methods,
for bringing some sort of pressure, military or diplomatic, on Thailand
for the use of air bases and other facilities which could be used for an
eventual extension of their southward advance. I expect that we shall
see developments along those lines.
With regard to the conclusion of the Tripartite Alliance, we have
had to swim out gradually from the welter of speculation and in-
accurate reports that come to us from many sides, but I think it is
now fairly clear that in spite of the original story that the hands of
Prince Konoye and Matsuoka were forced by the extremists, re-
luctantly on their part, it was Matsuoka himself who put it through,
bringing Konoye along with him. We are told on very good authority
that other cabinet ministers were not consulted until the end and
knew little or nothing about it. I now have it straight from a person
closely in touch with the Imperial Court, that the Emperor was most
reluctant to approve the pact and was finally led to do so only when

